Spawning Callochromis pleurospilus

By Larry Jinks


Callochromis pleurospilus is a sand-sifting mouthbrooder from Lake Tanganyika.

I acquired a spawning quad at the October 1998 weekend workshop auction ( from Tom Gillooly) as well as a bag of four young specimens. In reading the literature, I found out that there is very strong intraspecific aggression and only one male should be kept with several females.

I placed the spawning quad of one male and three females in a twenty gallon long tank with a crushed coral substrate, a few small  lava rocks, and two box filters. The four young went into a twenty gallon long tank with some other young Malawi and Tanganyikan cichlids to grow out.


The spawning quad fed well right away on flake food, Tetra bits, live baby brine, and occasionally frozen adult brine shrimp or blood worms. A thirty percent water change was done every ten to fourteen days with Seachem Cichlid Lake Salts added at each water change. The water temperature was 78 degrees F, pH of about 8.5, and a hardness of  about 220 ppm. The male showed egg spots on his anal fin and was slightly larger than the females. All of the adults hid frequently behind the lava rocks and box filters, making it difficult to monitor them. When they were out in view they were usually taking mouthfuls of the substrate, searching for food. The books claim you should use a fine sand substrate, but mine seemed to do well with crushed coral.


It took several months before anything happened, but finally, in January, I found the male dead. Great! I looked to the growout tank where the other four young had reduced themselves to one, and it was a male! Pretty lucky for a Jinks! I put him in with the three females and he seemed to adjust with no problems. About a week later I spotted one female with the characteristic throat bulge of mouthbrooders. I decided to let nature take her course, which resulted in only two fry scooped out in early February. Almost immediately after I spotted another female with eggs and then another. I called Tom Gillooly for advice (an advantage of being a club member). Should I attempt to strip the fry? Tom said that when he tried to net a female with fry she would either swallow the fry or spit them out. So, old live bearer hand that I am, I decided to try a vee shaped breeding trap with the bottom sealed.  


I placed the breeding trap in the tank and let the female go for another week before attempting to net her. As soon as I got the net around her she spit out some fry, so I put the whole netful, female and fry, into the breeding trap. The fry went through the vee and stayed in the bottom compartment. I left the female in for another four or five days until I noticed more fry in the bottom compartment. After removing the female I removed eighteen fry to a separate rearing tank (actually a one gallon beaker with a seasoned sponge filter). Flushed with my success, I immediately netted the second female with eggs and placed her in the breeding trap (after I had cleaned it) in a twenty gallon long.  Since there were no other fish in the tank I left the breeding trap open on the bottom. This second female didn’t spit out any fry during netting but two weeks later I was rewarded with over twenty fry.


The fry fed hungrily on crushed flake and live baby brine twice a day, but showed the slow growth characteristic of the Tanganyikans I’ve worked with. I heartily recommend working with this species. I’ve only kept them in a species tank, but I don’t think it would be a problem to keep them with other species that are not too aggressive. 

Another advantage of being a club member is trading fish. I passed the spawning quad on to Chris Borgese and he’s already had a spawn, so keep your eyes peeled for this interesting fish at future NJAS auctions.

